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partment of Defense’s Strategic Plan for Language Skills , Regional Expertise and Cultural Capabil-
ities (2011-2016) (SPLSRECC) represents an important cornerstone for the development of the
US military foreign language capacity. This paper analyzed this strategic plan by examining its in-
ternal structure, planning process, goals and objectives. A comparison of DLTR with SPLSRECC
has revealed two major changes in the development from the first document to the second one.
The first change is that foreign language ability has been defined more explicitly and clearly, and
its content has become expanded; the second change is that the DoD has become more responsive
to the need of language skills, regional expertise and cultural capabilities. The paper ends with
three implications this strategic plan has for building and cultivating the foreign language capacity
of the Chinese military.

The development of children’s metalinguistic awareness in third language acquisition and its impli-
cations in formulating foreign language education policies for ethnic minority learners (p. 748)
ZENG Li (School of Foreign Languages, Guizhou University for Nationalities, Guiyang 550025, China)

The research finds that the development of metalinguistic awareness in the learning process
from the first to the second, and the third language shows an incremental trend. This develop-
ment was influenced by the proficiency of the first and second languages, and closely related to
linguistic distance and age. The results of the study may inform foreign language education policy
making for ethnic minority learners in formulating guidelines for the foreign language courses in
ethnic minority regions.

Evolution of language education policies in the Philippines and its implications (p. 756)

LI Yaling (Foreign Languages Faculty, Nanhai Campus, South China Normal University, Foshan 528225, China)
Language education policy in the Philippines has evolved from a colonialist one to a national-

ist one, and then to an open language policy. Its development can be divided into three phases:

the sprouting phase, the legislating phase and the diversifying phase. Three major factors are

shown to have shaped the language education policy: national sovereignty, national economic de-

velopment and the international social environment.

Multidimensional features of contemporary pragmatics (p. 763)
RAN Yongping (Center for Linguistics & Applied Linguistics, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou
510420, China)

This paper summarizes the multidimensional features of pragmatics, in particular its interdis-
ciplinary features and interfaces with relevant linguistic sub-disciplines in light of the 12" Interna-
tional Pragmatics Conference (Manchester, 3-8 July, 2011). The focuses are on some of the tra-
ditional studies and emerging topics. The light shed on these areas may guide future research of
pragmatics in China.

A survey of the research focuses and trends in foreign language studies in the 2006-2010 National
Social Science Fund (p. 772)
WANG Lifei &JIAVG Jinlin (School of International Studies, University of International Business and Economics,

Beijing 100029, China)

This paper adopts keyword frequency and content analysis in an attempt to examine the
guidelines and topics of projects of foreign language studies funded by the National Social Science
Fund in 2006-2010. The survey reveals that the guidelines for foreign language studies interact
with the projects. The most researched topics over the past five years are FLT, translation, lan-
guage studies and functional linguistics; the hotly pursued areas in the past {ive years are SLA,
teaching methods, corpus research, pragmatics and language testing.



